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A Gift of Liberation
Course Two—Why Are We Alive?
Homework Master for Class Ten: Tears in a Meadow
1) What event happened between Lord Atisha and Dromtun Je which reveals the value which Lord Atisha himself put upon his brief lam-rim text?  What lesson is there here for us?
2) What does Pabongka Rinpoche find particularly amazing about how Je Tsongkapa himself describes the passage of the lam-rim teachings through the lineage?  What lesson is there here for us?
3) What did Manjushri, the Angel of Wisdom, find so humorous about Je Tsongkapa’s completing a major section of one of the greatest books ever written in the Tibetan language?  What does Pabongka Rinpoche encourage us to do at this point in our own teaching of the lam-rim, and how could this be facilitated in our times?
4) After discussing Je Tsongkapa’s role in the transmission of the lam-rim teachings in Tibet, Pabongka Rinpoche turns to how various lineages began to form from this point on.  He devotes some time to the lineage of the Great Fifth Dalai Lama’s Word of Gentle Voice, describing two distinct flows of transmission—one called the “Southern Lineage,” and another known as the “Central Lineage.”  What are three differences between the two that he mentions at this point, and why is it important that they are included in our text?
5) Pabongka Rinpoche includes in his description of the Tibetan lineages of the lam-rim a number of anecdotes about the great teachers of these lineages, so we can gain some appreciation of what kind of people they were.  What are two misconceptions that might come up about two of these sages—one with some firewood, and the other with a great boulder?
6) What story of the Southern Lineage do we hear taking place in a meadow, and how might it relate to us?
7) Why did we almost lose the oral transmission of the great lam-rim teaching known as The Quick Path, written by His Holiness the Second Panchen Lama, Lobsang Yeshe (1663-1737), almost as a commentary upon the famed Path of Bliss from His Holiness the First Panchen Lama?
Coffee shop assignment: Please meet with at least one other person—or better, a group of people—whom you didn’t know well before this teaching; do your homework together and discuss together any questions you have.  Please write here where, when, and with whom you did your homework:
Meditation assignment: 15 minutes early in the day, and 15 minutes later in the day, a meditation of gratitude for the kindness and hardships of those Lamas of the lam-rim lineage whose stories you recall—along with a few moments of determination to become one of these Lamas of the Lineage yourself.  Please write here the two times that you started these meditations:
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